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Your Speaker

▪ Project Manager for Restoration Services at Impact7G 
▪ Prairie Establishment/Management

▪ Controlled Burning

▪ Timber Stand Improvement

▪ Tree Planting 

▪ Natural Areas Management

▪ 30+ Years Commercial Landscape Management

▪ ISA Certified Arborist 

▪ Iowa Valley Resource Conservation and Development

▪Rotary Club of Coralville/North Corridor-TREE Committee 
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Goals and Objectives 

▪ The State of Trees in Our State

▪ Pre-Settlement Tree Cover

▪ Current State

▪ Local Urban Tree Canopy

▪ What Have we Gained/Lost (e.g. 2020 Derecho, EAB)

▪Understand the Value of Trees

▪ Principles of Micro Tree-conomics (individual trees, landscape, specimen)

▪ Principles of Macro Tree-conomics (forests, woodlands, timber, urban tree 
canopy)
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Goals and Objectives 

▪Growing Our Tree Investment Portfolio

▪ Past Performance Does Not Guarantee Future Results

▪ Diversify

▪ Succession Planning/Tree Legacy

▪ Action Steps

▪ Plant Trees (“Right Tree, Right Place”)

▪ Take on a Tree Planting Project and Define Its Purpose

▪ Consider Tree/Environmental Organizations for Your Giving

▪ Hug Trees!
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The State of 
Iowa’s Tree 
Canopy in 2024
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Iowa - 1836-1859 General Land Office SurveyMap of the historic landcover 
in Iowa circa 1830



Map of the modern 
landcover in Iowa



Trees in Iowa at a glance 

▪ Forested area of Iowa pre-settlement estimated at 19%

▪ 1950’s-7%

▪ Today-about 8.5%

▪ 85%+ privately owned (90%+ with Urban Tree Canopy)

For More Reading: Iowa’s Forests Today (2010, introduction)

 https://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/ift_intro.pdf
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Pre-Settlement Forest Cover 
6.7 million acres

Today
 2.9 million acres

https://www.fs.usda.gov/nrs/pubs/ru/ru_fs363.pdf



Zooming In: Iowa City’s Urban Tree 
Canopy

• Iowa DNR/PlanIt Geo
• 2018 Urban Forest Management 

Plan
• Early EAB, Pre-Derecho
• ~45,000 Street and Park Trees
• Green Ash 6.1%
• $4.2 Million in Annual Savings
• Full Management Plan: https://www.iowa-

city.org/WebLink/ElectronicFile.aspx?dbid=0&docid=1835179&

https://www.iowa-city.org/WebLink/ElectronicFile.aspx?dbid=0&docid=1835179&
https://www.iowa-city.org/WebLink/ElectronicFile.aspx?dbid=0&docid=1835179&




Recent Impacts to our Urban Tree Canopy
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August 10, 2020 Derecho
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Source: https://www.iowadnr.gov/Portals/idnr/uploads/forestry/DerechoReport.pdf



Localized Impact
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Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
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EAB Costs (estimated)

▪ Estimated 37.9 million Ash on developed land in the US*

▪ $25 billion cost for treatment/removal/replacement*

*Sydnor, T.D., Bumgardner, M., Todd, A., 2007. The potential economic impacts of

emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) on Ohio, U.S., communities. Arboriculture &

Urban Forestry 33 (1), 48–54
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$$$$$$$$$$

The Value of our 
Trees
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Principles of Micro Tree-conomics

▪ Individual trees, landscape, specimen, small-scale planting

▪ Valuing individual trees (iTree)

▪ROI from planting a tree

▪ Environmental ROI from planting a tree

▪Right Tree, Right Place
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Small Scale Planting

▪ Am I Making a Difference?

▪ Yes!

▪ The trees in your yard are part of the Urban Tree Canopy and add 
to the benefits provided by the street and park trees.

▪Our tree canopy is not a “set it and forget it” proposition. It needs 
to be continuously renewed.

▪ “When is the best time to plant a tree? 20 years ago…when is the 
second best time to plant a tree? Right now!” 

Impact7G | 20



My Favorite Iowa City Tree
• Bur Oak (Quercus macrocarpa)
• 405 North Riverside Drive-former 

St. Thomas More church





USDA Pacific Northwest Research Station, 2010



Principles of Macro Tree-conomics

▪Reduce Stormwater Runoff

▪ Carbon Sequestration

▪ Improved Air Quality

▪ Energy Savings

▪ Increased Property Value

▪ Tree Equity Score
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https://www.treeequityscore.org/

https://www.treeequityscore.org/


Growing Our Tree 
Investment 
Portfolio
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Past Performance Does Not Guarantee Future 
Results
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It Seemed Like a Good Idea 
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Diversify Your Tree Portfolio!

▪Don’t overplant a single genus

▪Do your research 

▪ Native?

▪ Hardy in our zone?

▪ What will it look like in 10, 20, 50 years?

▪ Disease/pest problems?

▪ What does the adjacent tree canopy already have?

▪What is your risk tolerance

▪ 10-20-30 rule (plant no more than 10% of 1 species, 20% of 1 
genus, and 30% from the same family)
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Succession Planning/Tree Legacy

▪ The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The next best time 
is today

▪ “In the normal course of events, only gods and poets are allowed 
to do creative acts, although commoners may get around this 
limitation if they understand how. One requires not to be a deity or 
poet to plant a pine tree; all that’s required is a shovel.” – Aldo 
Leopold

▪ “A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they 
know they shall never sit in” –Greek proverb
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Action Steps
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Plant Trees! (Right Tree, Right Place)
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Tree Planting Projects With a Purpose

▪ Service clubs, other organizations, can make a huge contribution to 
enhancing our Urban Forest

▪Rotary TREE Committee has planted over 1,000 trees locally

▪ Reforestation (Lake MacBride)

▪ Sound barrier (CCA CSD near I 380)

▪ Replanting trees lost in the Derecho (Iowa City P&R)

▪Where do we need more trees? (TreeEquityScore.org)

▪Memorial Trees 
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Support Tree/Environmental Organizations
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Hug Trees!
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Resources

▪www.treesaregood.org (International Society of Arboriculture)

▪www.itreetools.org (Free tree and tree canopy valuation 
calculators)

▪www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/ (Iowa City recognized for 
43 years)

▪ treesforever.org (Local organization, multiple initiatives across the 
Midwest, key player in Derecho recovery)

▪www.fs.usda.gov/ (Tree Owner’s Manual)

▪…And many, many more!
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http://www.treesaregood.org/
http://www.itreetools.org/
http://www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/
http://www.fs.usda.gov/


Geoff Mouming

Gmouming@Impact7G.com

Project Manager

319-461-8203
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